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to RT REY 
A Defence of Rivicore. 
Quid vetat ridentem dicere verum ? Hor. 
9 WERE to be withed that naked Truth, or Truth in any Drefs was aii 


fure of a welcome Reception. But the intelleétual Tafte of many Readers, is 

as incapable of relifhing fimple Truth, as their corporeal Appetite plain 

Cookery. They chufe to have it gafnithed with thé Knicknacks of Humour, 
and rendered more palatable with the Sauce of Wit. Senfible of this were the delicate 
Authors of the Speétator. They have embellifhed ‘the graveft Precepts with the 
Decorations of Gaiety, and difcuffed the Profundities of Plilofophy, in a Stile almoft 
poetic. They laugh Folly out of Countenance, and inculcate the fublimeft Morals in a 
fatyrical Vein. And yct, who are they that have wrought a greater Reformation in the 
Kingdom ? Who has been more fuccefsful im refining the Tafte, and reftoring good Senfe 
and Politenefs, which were degenerated into low Quibble, to their original Reputation 
and Dignity ? Who has been more happy in difleCting Human Nature, and expofing 
its every Foible ? 


Tue Inpepenpent Wuig has gone farther towards fhaming Tyranoy and Prieftcraft 
(two difmal Fantoms not over-apt to bluth) with downright Banter, than could have 
been effected by auftere Dogmas, or formal Deduétions. He has often difplayed their 
Deformity with a Sarcafm, and {truck Terror into a whole Hierarchy, by raifing a 
fingle Twitter. 


Many rational Difcourfes have proved difguftful on Account of their Formality. For 
tho’ Mankind are willing to be facetioufly taught, they care not to be dogmatically 
tutor’d. 


Tue pious Mr. Law has recommended the fevereft Mortification and Aufterity of 


- Mannets, by giving his Works the Air of Novelty, and confulting the Tafte in Vogue. 


He has dropt the rigid Pedant for the familiar Gentleman, a Character which fits upon 
him with 2 better Grace than on moft of his Order. Isaac Amanose preaches up 
the fame felf-denying Doétrine, but it is his Manner of preaching that renders him 
diftafteful to a modifh Palate. "Tis true, a pleafant Method of treating Subjects that 
have been folemniz’d by Priefts and Nurfes, is deem’d a little heretical. But, 


I conress I qould never underftand the mighty Danger of Wit. It is impoflible fox 
Virtue and Merit to be placed in a ludicrous Light. Should a forward Wag clap a 


Fools Cap on a Man of Worth, inftead of derogating from his Character, or raifing a 
Laugh, 
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Laugh, he would run the Hazard of being entertain’d with an univerfal Hifs for his 
mifplaced Drollery. The Spectators could not be ignorant, that the Cap was not there 
’till the Buffoon clap’d it on ; for which the miftaken Object of his Waggery could 
not be anfwerable, If the building €gftics in the Air, and then attacking then for 
Giants, be Humour, it is the Humour of a Quixet, and the World will fooner fmile at 
the Knight, than be diverted with his Phantom. I own an ingenious Mifreprefention, 
may extort a Laugh from the Ignorant ; but in that Cafe their Mirth is grounded upon 
a Belief of the Fact. Diveft it therefore of its Colouring, ftrip off the Difguife, and the 
Joke is demotifhed, or retorted on the Witling. fy Lord Suarrssury telis us, it 
was the faying of an ancient Sage, “ That Humoug is the only Teft of Gravity ; 
* and Gravity, of Humour. For a Subje& which could not bear Raillery was fufpicious , 
* and a Jeft that could not bear a ferious Examination, was certainly falfe Wit.” 


One of the greateft Geniufles of the Jaft Age, has given us a Jeft that cannot abide 
the Teft of the above Touch-ftone. To raife our Merriment, he entitles one of his 
Pieces, The indi/penfible Duty of Cuckoldom. But to endeavour to raife our Merriment, 
by the greateft Injury a Man can fuffer, is like attempting to gather Grapes from 
Thoras, or Figs from Thifties.’ An infallible Way of trying true Humour, is by 
tranflating it. Turn but the indi/penfible Duty of Cuckoldom into any other Language, and 
it is much what as witty as the indi/penfible Duty of Martyrdom. 1 cannot thercfore 
apprehend, how this low Picce of Buffoonery is a Proof, that the moft ferious Thing in 
the World may be tyrn’d into Ridicule. And yet a certain Writer of great Literature, 
and no fmall Oftentation, affirms it fat the whole Nation a laughing. Surely one 
would not imagine, by fome Strokes in the divine Legation of Mi/es, that the Author 
had fo great a Redundance of Rifibility. 


’ ue Charadter of the prefent Age is rather foolifh than wicked, rather abfurd than 
_ immoral; and in the Application of our Remedies, we fhould confult the Nature of the 

Difeafe. A prudent Phyfician will not purge and blifter for the Cure of a Wart, or 3 
Freckle. 


I xwow a Set of Men equally remarkable for the Grimnefs of their Afpect, and 
the Aufterity of their Writings : Thefe have long waged War againft Wit, as a Foe 
to Religion. Themfelves, eae are not chargeable either with the Guilt of 
Humour, or good Breeding. metimes indeed they endeavour to be pleafant, but 
their Gaiety foon degenerates into fimple Burlefque. Theirs is an illiberate kind of 
Wit that fmells of the Lamp, and will fooner create a Surfeit than a Laugh. Fot a 
Pedant to rally with a good Grace, is much as feafible as for a Porter to make a Leg 
a-la-mode. ‘They fhew themfelves ferious even while they are aiming to be jocofe, and 
amidft all their Pretences to Raillery, difcover themfelves to be really in earneft 
for they fet their Razors in Oil, not to have but to cut Throats. A Clown 
is the more awkard for affuming the Gentleman ; and a Pedagogue ftriving at the 
" Language of the Court, the more confummately pedantic. But the Facetioufnefs of an 
Author, who betrays an Inclination of ufing his Adverfary in a very diffcrent Manner, 
is like ftabbing a Man with a fmiling Countenance. *Tis imitating the Reman Senators 
who difpatched Casag with a friendly Salutation. But inftead of being diverted with 
the Pleafantry of an Inquifitcr, methinks I fhould hear him in fober Sadnefs. His 
counterfeit Drollery would fcarcely exhilirate my Mind, while I. apprehended his 
preparing a Rack to torture my Body. There is no Wit at ail in a bloody Knife, "and 
where is the Jeft of being butchered for Herefy ? When a Writer of this Complexiot: 
hegine 
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begins with a Farce, depend upon’t he concludes with a Tragedy. His affected Wit 
will foon terminate in his natural Scurrility. Nor treat they one another with greater 
Delicacy. Their controverfial Writings are replete with Spleen, Iil-Nature, and 
Ribaldry. Nay, I have met with Language in their polemical Labours beneath the 
Character of a Porter. J would even venture that a Carman, or a Chimney-Sweep, of 
a glib Tongue and ready Memory, might make a Colleétion from thofe Magazines of 
Slander, fufficient to out-fcold, out-rail, or even out-curfe his whole Fraternity. 


Wuew thefe Gentlemen, find Subje&ts of Importance handled with the Franknefs of 
Humour, they are inftantly in Arms. They long to wield the Sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon, and would fain fupprefs the Laugh by plain Suffocation or Strangling. 
Religion, fay they, is fhaken to its very Foundations ; and the Humourift beyond all 
Controverfy, an Infidel. Every Thing facred, every Thing valuable is attacked and 
infulted. The Clergy in particular are the meditated Victims.. For how can Religion 
fubsaft without its reverend Teachers ? But does not this argue a Diffidence of their 
Caufe ? Is it'not a Conceffion that fome of their Pretenfions cannot abide the Teft ? 
Whence elfe fo great a Confternation at a little Drollery ? So general an Alarm at a 
Piece of Banter ? Can any Man be witty on the Claims of an Ambaflador, who has 
his Credentials in his Pocket? "Tis impoffible : Nor can one help being fo, on him that 
that fhould demand the Rights of Embafly, without being able to produce his 
Teftimonial, which is frequently the Cafe of fome of the Order. But it being 


ance laid down for a Poftulate, that Religion, and their venerable felves, are 
infeparable, who can ridicule the one, without levelling at the other. When the 


Apoftle was pleafant on the wooden Deities of Epbefus, the Temple of Diana 
totter’d to its Bafis. The eftablifhed Idolatry could not bear Ridicule. Befides, it was 
an indecent Way of treating a Worthip that had the Law in its favour. Accordingly 
it failed not to raife a Mob, and in Truth it was Blafphemy againft the great Goddefs, 
whom all fz, and the whole World adored. It was making merry with Priefts, who 
are too folemn a Subject to be handled with Levity. The Apoftle, however, vouchfafed 
them not a fingle Proof of the Unity and Incorporiety of the divine Effence. He contents 
himfelf with laughing at their Idols. They ere ne Gods fays he, thet are made with 
Hands. The fevereft Satyr he could have uttered. One of the Prophets is alfo 
extremely facetious with fuch Divinities, as were beholden for their Exiftence to a 
Statuary, and for their Adorgtion to a Band of Priefts. But what is all this to Religion? 
Is a Man to prove in Mood and Figure, that a Marble Statue is not omnipotent ; or, 
that an Image carved Yefterday, exifted not from Eternity? And why fthould he be . 
obliged to frame Syllogifms, to difprove that Grace inheres in a ftarched Band, or that 
2 minifterial Bever neceffarily covers Wifdom and San@ity ? How then does he endanger 
Religion, which refides neither in Bands nor Hats? Indeed, all the Ridicule in the 
World cannot affect Religion. Truth, which is immutable, and Revelation, which is 
worthy of God, may fafely defy the keeneft Wit in the Univerfe. He that throws Dirt 
againft Heaven, may expeét to have it return on his own Head ; but furely it will not 
tarnith the Radiance of the celeftial Luminaries. He may betray the Folly and Darkneis 
of his own Mind, but the Sun will fhine as bright as ever. It is far otherwife, with the 
fuperftitious Trumpery, that fhelters itfelf under the venerable Name of Religiog. 
Impofture cannot ftand the Shock of Wit. Mimickry and Grimace naturally .dread 
Banter, as their moft formidable Enemy ; and methinks it is fome Proof of the 
Ulefulnefs of Banter, that its generally thought to be fo formidable an Enemy to many 


of the Claims of a certain Order of Men. . 
0 
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To reafon againft the Merit of a grim Phiz, or antic Habit, would fooner make the 
Reader nod, than put the Monk out of Countenance. But run a Parallel between a 
Prieft at Mafs, and a Monkey dancing the Rope, and you will at the fame ‘Time fee 
the Mufcles in Motion, and expofe his Reverence. 


Tere is another Reafon for which the {3entlemen in black, will ever oppole the 
bringing their auftere Dogmata’s and abfurd Practices, their formal Gravity, their 
devout Grimace, and oftentatious Trumpery, to the Teft of Ridicuic. ‘Their jms 
divinum is in Trath founded, not on the Authority of Heaven, but in a Delufion 
of the Vulgar : Nor can they fupport their exorbitant Influence, any longer than while 
the Laity, are filly enough to believe there is fomething facred in their Perfors. To 
fupport and propagate this Error in weaker Minds, they fhould, if poffible, keep 
themfelves entirely out of the Reach of Raillery: But they are too fond of their 
ecclefiaftical Fopperies to lay them open to Derifion. They are fenfible that their 
venerable Lumber, might juftly be rendered the Object of Ridicule, by holding it ina 
proper Light. Befides which, juft Raillery has a natural Tendency to excite Laughter, 
even in the moft injudicious Perfons; and produces that mufcular Motion, almoft as 
mechanically as the Vibration of a Pendulum, acis upon the Wheels of a Piece of 
Clock-Work. A well-conceived Joke would, therefore, produce that Effeét, even in 
their moft implicit Devotees ; and at the fame Time that it gratified the Humour of the 
Satyrift, would fet their moft zealous Adorers a laughing. And as Laughter thus 
excited, is generally attended with a Contempt of the Object, fhould the Mirth of the 
Vulgar be raifed too often, it would be productive of an habitual Contempt of thofe 

esThings which, tho’ defpicable. in their Nature, have been ever held in the highef} 
Ventration by the ignorant Laity. : 4 


Tue Truth is, the Character and Claims of an Eccletiaftic, which are really juft 
evangelical and rational, are not proper Objects of Raillery ; and the Man who attempts 
to divert himfelf with them, immediately fubje€ts his own Perfon to Contempt - and 
Ridicule. On the other Hand, to treat the ridiculous Foolerics of Prieftcraft, 
with ferious Argumentation, is fuch a Proftitution of the Art of Reafoning, as is 
to the higheft Degree criminal and unpa:donable. 


He mutt be of an odd Turn truly, who would formally confute the Holinefs of a 

fweeping Cloak, or the Religion of a canonical Rofe ; ané very much refembles 4 

Clergyman who, in the Fervor of his Zeal, exclaimed vehemently againft the heirous 

Sin of wearing Patches. But inftead of working the Reformation of his Parifhioners, he 

procured himfelf the Nick-Name of Par/on Patch. He attack’d with Gravity what fhould 

have been laugh’d at with Humour. The Foible of the Girls was not a Subject for an 

, elaborate Argument in the Pulpit. Inftead of being treated as a Crime, it fhould have 
been rallyed as a Folly. And if that was unbecoming the Gravity of the Preacher, 

he fhould have refigned the Field to the Humourifts of the Age ; which would, perhaps, 

have been the firlt Time of an Ecclefiaftic’s delivering the Laity to the fecular 


Arm for their real Benefit. , a 
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